
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
Greater Toronto Central Council 

SECOND NOTICE – 2026 GTCC ANNUAL AND SPECIAL MEETING (AGM) 
       and LEARNING AND SHARING SESSIONS 

 
Date:  Saturday, October 3, 2026   

Mass – 9:30 am; Celebrant: Monsignor Bianco 
  AGM – following Mass until 12:15, luncheon and social 
  Learning Sessions 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
 
Location: Cardinal Carter Academy 
  36 Greenfield Ave, Toronto, Ontario, M2N 3C8 Yonge Street and Sheppard Avenue 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
AGM AGENDA 
 
1. Opening Prayers, Monsignor Bianco 
2. Spiritual Reflection 
3. Chair’s Opening Remarks 
4. Introduction of the Board of Directors and Particular Council Presidents 
5. Approval of the Agenda 
6. Approval of the Minutes of the 2025 AGM  
7. Executive Director’s Report  

 8.      Treasurer's Report and Presentation of the Audited Statements – please see note 1 following this agenda 
            a) Motion to receive the Auditor’s statement and the Audited Financial Statements  
 b) Motion to reappoint the incumbent firm MNP as auditor of the Corporation, as recommended by the 

Finance Committee, and authorizing the Board of Directors to fix the remuneration for the fiscal year 
2026/2027 

9.       Governance Committee Report  
a) By-law revisions – please see note 2 following this agenda 

 b) Election: Board of Directors – please see note 3 following this agenda 
c) Election: President of the Board of Directors 

10.     Address by the Chair of the Board 
11.     Members’ Forum – please provide questions in advance to info@ssvptoronto.ca 
12.     Closing prayers, Monsignor Samuel Bianco  
 
Bro. Danny Bourne, Chair, Board of Directors  
 
Directors and Officers: 
Chair: Danny Bourne  Treasurer: Pat Colavita     
Directors: Doug Lucky, Clare Michaels, Brendan Steven, Mike Watt 
 
Material will be sent 3 weeks prior to the meeting, including: 
 AGM Agenda and Candidates Summary, AGM minutes from 2025, Proxy Form,  

Audited Statements, By-law Amendments 
 Learning and sharing sessions – registration and program information 

mailto:info@ssvptoronto.ca


 
2026 GTCC ANNUAL AND SPECIAL MEETING (AGM) NOTES 
 
Note 1 
The summarized Financial Statements are included in the AGM package of materials. If you are 
interested in reviewing the full statements, please request a copy at info@ssvptoronto.ca 
 
Note 2 
The National Council of Canada requested modifications to Toronto Central Council’s By-law. The 
changes are noted in the red-lined version of the By-law previously approved in September 2023, and a 
clean copy is also included for easier review.  
 
Note 3  
The Nominating Committee and Board of Directors recommend the following candidates to the Board.   
A summary of their experience follows. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Item 9B – Election Board of Directors - Board Candidates  

Sal Caramanna 

Sal Caramanna joined St. David's Conference as a Vincentian in April 2023. He was appointed Vice 
President in December 2024, elected Co-President in September 2025, and became President in 
February 2026. 

Sal graduated from the University of Toronto with an Honours Bachelor of Science degree before 
earning his law degree from Osgoode Hall Law School in 1995. He was called to the Ontario Bar in 
1997 and, for more than two decades, practised exclusively as a criminal defence lawyer, defending a 
wide range of charges and conducting hundreds of trials at every level of court across south-central 
Ontario. Over the past decade, he has expanded his practice to include administrative law and 
professional discipline. In 2018, he brought a successful constitutional challenge before the Supreme 
Court of Canada. 

Sal has long been active in wrongful conviction work. From 2004 to 2013, he worked pro bono with 
AIDWYC, now Innocence Canada, and served as Chair of its International Review Committee from 
2008 to 2013, reviewing wrongful conviction cases and travelling to the United States to meet with 
incarcerated individuals seeking exoneration. He continued this pro bono work after the Committee 
ceased operations in 2013. From 2014 to 2017, he helped a Pennsylvania man who had exhausted all 
legal remedies gain acceptance by the Pennsylvania Innocence Project; those efforts led to the 
man's exoneration in February 2024, after 38 years of wrongful imprisonment. 

Sal was a founding board member of the AIDWYC Foundation from 2009 to 2011 and served on the 
Board of Directors of the U.S.-based Innocence Network from 2011 to 2014. Since 2023, he has 
taught Trial Advocacy at the University of Toronto Faculty of Law as part of the practitioner team, 
and since 2025 he has coached a high school mock trial team alongside his daughter, an Assistant 
Crown Attorney. 

 



 

Yvonne Hoogeveen 

Yvonne Hoogeveen became a Vincentian in October 2015. Since then, she has been Conference 
Treasurer, Conference President, Particular Council President and Secretary, when requested. She 
has also assisted with spiritual reflections and social justice reflections. Therefore, Yvonne can relate 
to various aspects of what it is to be a Vincentian within the Greater Toronto Central Council. Her 
home parish is St. Patrick’s Markham, but she is always willing to help any of her neighbouring 
conferences when she can. Becoming a member of the Central Council seems like a natural 
progression. 

Yvonne is a professional engineer, practicing as a senior manager at an environmental consulting 
firm in Markham, volunteer chair of Toronto Diocesan Council for Development and Peace Caritas 
Canada and vice president of MICAH (Markham Interchurch Committee for Affordable Housing). 
MICAH is in the development stage of their fifth building – currently working on a 164-unit 
affordable housing project in the City of Markham. The hope is that this experience will help the 
GTCC board with the Mimico project. 

 
 
 

Alexandra Valcour 

Alexandra Valcour is a public affairs and government relations professional with over 10 years 
experience in stakeholder engagement, communications, advocacy, and strategic planning. 
Throughout her career, she has worked with organizations to build partnerships, navigate complex 
issues, and advance initiatives that create positive outcomes for communities and stakeholders. 

Alexandra has been involved with the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul for many years. As a young 
adult she worked at Marygrove Camp, and as an adult she became a Vincentian through the St. 
Gregory the Great Conference, where she also served as Treasurer. She served as Director of 
Fundraising for Durham Outlook for the Needy and has volunteered in programs supporting 
individuals and families experiencing poverty and food insecurity. These experiences have given her 
a firsthand appreciation for the importance of community-based support and the impact that 
dedicated volunteers can have in the lives of others. 

She is passionate about strengthening organizations through good governance, accountability, 
collaboration, and strategic thinking. Alexandra believes in balancing SSVP's strong local presence 
with opportunities to share best practices, strengthen partnerships, and better demonstrate the 
impact of the Society's work across communities. 

As a board member, she would be committed to supporting the Society's mission, helping ensure its 
long-term sustainability, and contributing to meaningful, compassionate service for Neighbours in 
Need. 
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